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CUBIC FOOT COSTS ON COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 


N the following pages are sketches and the latest cubic foot cost esti- 
OC mates of three types of commercial property. The last publication of 

these costs was in February 1950 when they were beginning to level off 
prior to the Korean War. The costs then resumed their climb to the present 
period of leveling off which began late last year. 
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The first building on page 274 is a two-story store and flat building with a 
full basement, poured concrete foundation walls and footings, and poured con- 
crete basement floor. Exterior walls are 13" brick with face brick being used 
on the front and one side. Masonry firewalls separate the four apartments on 
the second floor. The windows are double hung and are made of wood. Store 
fronts are plate glass set in copper moulding. The roof is built up and has a cov- 
ering of tar and gravel. Floors are hardwood over wood joists and interior par- 
titions are plaster over wood lath on wood studs. Doors and millwork are of 
yellow pine. The heating, plumbing and electrical systems are modern and 
adequate, but are not elaborate. 


The second building, shown on page 275, is an old-style mill construction loft 
building with five stories and full basement. The foundations are poured con- 
crete with spread footings and the basement floor is concrete. Basement walls 
and ceilings are unfinished. The exterior walls are load-bearing and are made 
of brick with stone trim and face brick on the front and one side wall. There are 
plate giass windows on two sides of the first floor. Window frames and sash are 
made of wood. The roof is built up and has a covering of tar and gravel. The 
floors are hardwood over 2-5/8" joists supported by timber girders. The inte- 
rior partitions are plaster over tile. Firewalls are brick with double fire doors. 
The plumbing, heating and electrical systems are adequate but not elaborate. A 
sprinkler system is installed throughout the building. 


The building shown on page 276 is an old-fashioned office building containing 
eight stories and full basement. The foundation is rubble stone on spread footings 
and the basement floor is concrete. The walls and ceiling of the basement are 
unfinished. The structural frame of the building is built of steel beams and gird- 
ers and the exterior walls are curtain walls. The front wall is made of face brick 
and the other three are made of common brick. The floors are maple over arched 
tile. The walls and ceilings are plastered and the interior partitions are tile. The 
lobby has a mosaic tile floor and marble wainscoting. The heating is one-pipe 
steam. There are marble floors and wainscoting in the toilet rooms. 
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CUBIC FOOT COST OF A 2 STORY STORE & FLAT BLDG. 
82,500 CUBIC FEET 
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CUBIC FOOT COST OF A MiLL TYPE LOFT BLDG. 


1,400,000 CUBIC FEET 
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CUBIC FOOT COST OF AN OLD STYLE OFFICE BLD 
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‘50 ‘52 





1946 % | - 
1947 - 81.3 
1948 - 88. 
1949 - 92. 
1950 - 94, 
1/51 - 96. 
4/51 - 99. 
7/51 - 101 
10/51 101. 
1/52 - 102. 
4/52 - 102. 
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